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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
overnment  shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
he  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
fnited  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded, 
ihipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
he  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
etween  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Ico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
nited  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
■uerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
'nited  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
handise  shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
me  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
eneral,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
ihysical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
'oreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
ire  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
n  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
ilOO. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
aercnandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
I.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
lpon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse ),mer- 
ihandise  withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
Into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
;rude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
va  rehouse. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information;  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  Ff  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low . 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreiin-i  counlry  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  ray  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition  .  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
Dorted  into  the  United  States,  is  summarised  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sched- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 


REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.    (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.   CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (Informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 

IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 

(b)  The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 

2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

(a)  Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries  and  imports 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  .  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  Infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a' commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  is  less  than 
$10,000.  Therefore, if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  or 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imrorts  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  f,l  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 


3. 


4. 
5. 


Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99  as   "LOW 
VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 

Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 
The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 
(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 


D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100_in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79, 800). and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a' country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 

E.  EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 

WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 

When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months'  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  lesj 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and   this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 


The  table  below  indicates  the 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


degree  of  reliability  to  be 


Then  the  chances  arc 

better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a  c 

omplete  tabu- 

If  the  number  of 

lation  would  have 

resulted  in  a 

documents  indicated 

value  figure  between 

from  the  sample  is: 

The  specified 

And 

the 

specified 

estimate 

estimate 

increased 

reduced  by1 

by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 
28,320 

40,080 
42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,3o0 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

It, 

47,040 

60, 240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

o4,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84, 000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,o00 

108,000 

..0-1,9 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

lo4,040 

175  199 

Io2,9o0 

174, 9o0 

200-2-.9 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  vl  to  .-:250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  samplinr  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
mercnandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for 'release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse. 

RELAXED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  lor  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  Fr  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Cu.-Jtoms  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  my  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition.  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  Inadvert-' 
ently  included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Desienations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  is  summarised  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sched- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  *10,000. 
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REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.   (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.  CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (Informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  Indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  Informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


(b) 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity 'group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  In  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries  and  imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$ 250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the' 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  Is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  .is  less  than 
$10,000.  Therefore, If  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  or 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  importB  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  Inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  Informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 


3. 


Arbitrary  commodity 
VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 


subgroup  code  99  as     "LOW 


4.  Individual  country  codes     as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

5.  The  economic  class     for     "finished  manufactures" 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 
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D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100_in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $29,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  ship-nents  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


E. 


EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 
WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 


When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months'  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a 

:omplete  tabu- 

If  the  number  of 

la t ion  would 

have 

resulted  in  a 

documents  indicated 

value  figure  between 

from  the  sample  is : 

The  specified 

And 

the 

specified 

estimate 

estimate 

increased 

reduced  by1 

by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

0 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

1The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  1/100  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 

499,   the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 

low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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NOTICE 

A  service  exists  whereby  users  of  this  report  may  receive  selected  information  from  it  about  two  weeks  prior  to  the 
release  of  the  printed  report.  This  service  is  available  on  payment  of  the  cost  of  making  and  transmitting  a  special 
copy  of  the  selected  information.  The  cost  for  this  service  generally  runs  a  few  dollars  a  month  for  one  or  two  com- 
modity classifications,  the  cost  being  higher  if  a  large  number  of  figures  are  requested.  These  "advance"  reports  are 
described  irT  the  April  1958  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Votes  and  new  "advance"  reports  are  listed  (together  with  their 
cost)   in  monthly  issues  of  the  Notes  when  they  are  first  started. 


SUBSCRIPTION    INFORMATION 

Prices:      Annual   subscription   (including  annual    and  monthly) 

issues)    (50<£   additional    for  foreign  mailing) SI.  50 

Monthly   issues,    each 0.15 

Subscriptions  to  these  reports  should  be  placed  directly  with  the 
Department  of  Commerce  Field  Offices  or  with  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,   U.    S.   Government  Printing  Office,    Washington  25,   D.   C. 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded-. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 


Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  In  bonded  smelting 
warehouse. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  In- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States., 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition.  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  Islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  8,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  UhfEed  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  Is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  nuffibered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
9  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sched- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  coBblaed  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 


REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.   (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE   IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EQUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958  data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here. 

RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 

CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
with  the  page  turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  MONTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months'  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  increase 
in  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 
ments which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.   The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 


nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  (about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 

A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total)  took  place  in  the  export  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955, 
.Tune  1955  and  March  1957.) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep  the  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade. 
However,  It  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from  the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than, the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary. The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
to-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  this 
report  in  terms  of  country  totals  and  in  terms  of  overall 
commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals  irrespective  of  country. 
The  continent  and  country  totals  in  the  table  on  page  5  have 
been  adjusted  to  include  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports 
for  consumption  whereas  the  totals  in  the  body  of  this  report 
exclude  the  $80  million.  In  the  table  on  page  9,  all  commod- 
ity groups  and  subgroups  are  footnoted  if  the  carry-over  re- 
sulted in  undercounting  the  data  by  $10,000  or  more  and  10 
percent  or  more.  Additional  information  on  the  March  carry- 
over may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
Washington  25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for  fur- 
nishing this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount 
of  information  requested. 


-  A 


UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FOR  CONSUMPTION-MARCH  1958 


(The  continent  and  country  totals  shown  in  this  table  have  been  adjusted  to  include  on  over-all  total  of  approximately  $80  million  which,  because 
of  changes  in  compiling  procedures,  are  excluded  from  the  detailed  data  and  country  totals  shown  in  the  body  of  this  report) 


Continent  and  Country 


Adjusted 

value 
(dollars) 


Continent  and  Country 


Adjusted 
value 

(dollars) 


Grand  Tota 1 

NORTH  AMERICA 

Greenland 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador^ 

Miquelon  and  St .  Pierre 

Mexico 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras 

El  Salvador 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Costa  Rica 

Panama,  Republic  of 

Canal  Zone 

Bermuda 

Bahamas 

Cuba 

Jamaica 

Haiti 

Dominican  Republic , 

Leeward  and  Windward  Islands 

Barbados , 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Netherlands  Antilles 

French  West  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

British  Guiana 

Surinam 

French  Guiana 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Chile 

Brazil 

Paraguay , 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE , 

Iceland 

Sweden 

Norway. 

Denmark  and  Faroe  Islands 

United  Kingdom 

Ireland  (Eire^ 

Netherlands 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg 

France 

West  Germany , 

East  Germany , 

Austria 

Czechoslovakia: 

Hungary 

Switzerland , 

Finland 

Estonia 

Latvia 

Lithuania , 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 

Azores 

Spain 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

Malta,  Gozo  and  Cyprus 

Italy „ ; ; 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste 

Yugoslavia 

Albania 

Greece 

Rumania 

Bulgaria 

Turkey '.'.'.'.. 


1,065,267,443 


377,138,889 

19,773 
217,715,105 


258,293 
081,549 
88,551 
846,422 
323,291 
099,739 
340,338 
399,134 
111,271 
115,717 
897,060 
777,251 
230,648 
062,799 
337,474 
244,209 
243,640 
976,592 
769,414 
200,619 


179,443,966 


626,843 
449,107 
332,146 
320,551 
14,241 
676,322 
274 , 590 
060,133 
956,412 
989,182 
235,348 
657,919 
851,172 


255,782,197 


195 

7,930. 

4,329 

7,278 

75,018, 

1,042, 

14,034, 

19,890, 

18,432, 

51,524 

104 

2,284 

466 

53 

11,971 

2,390 


2,150, 
1,513, 
55, 
4,096, 
2,047, 

101, 

19,340, 

63, 

1,446, 

4, 

2,943, 

28, 

61, 

4,979, 


633 
876 
249 
310 
467 
782 
492 
406 
374 
727 
794 
,379 
569 
069 
242 
436 


932 
460 
636 
607 
885 

573 
800 
761 
875 
060 
561 
606 
570 
066 


ASIA 

Syria 

Lebanon 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia ) 

Iran  (Persia) 

Israel 

Palestine 

Jordan 

Kuwait 

Saudi  Arabia 

Arabia  Peninsula  States,  n.e.s 

Aden 

State  of  Bahrein 

Afghanistan 

India 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Ceylon 

Burma 

Thailand  (Siam) 

Viet-Nam 

Laos 

Cambodia 

Federation  of  Malaya 

Colony  of  Singapore 

Republic  of  Indonesia 

Republic  of  Philippines 

Macao 

Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c 

Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c. 

China  (incl.  Manchuria) 

Outer  Mongolia 

North  Korea • 

Republic  of  Korea 

Hong  Kong 

Taiwan  ( Formosa ) 

Japan 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Island,  n.e.c 

AUSTRALIA  AND  OCEANIA 

Australia 

New  Guinea 

New  Zealand 

British  Western  Pacific  Islands 

French  Pacific  Islands 

Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands 

AFRICA 

Morocco 

Algeria 

Tunisia 

Libya 

Egypt 

Sudan 

Canary  Islands 

Spanish  Africa,  n.e.s 

Cameroon 

French  Equatorial  Africa 

French  West  Africa 

Ghana 

Nigeria 

British  West  Africa,  n.e.s 

Madeira  Islands 

Angola . 

Western  Portuguese  Africa,  n.e.c 

Liberia 

Belgian  Congo 

Somaliland 

Ethiopia 

French  Somaliland 

British  Somaliland 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies 

British  East  Africa 

Mozambique 

Madagascar 

Union  of  South  Africa 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 


176,471,734 

260,935 

294,420 

3,281,592 

4,622,911 

1,464,494 

6,982 

12,788,123 

6,535,581 

889,944 

45,996 

949,390 

1,819,627 

20,513,172 

3,150,629 

2,386,802 
198,057 

4,794,312 
310,702 

1,327,096 

12,251,096 

2,041,356 

16,005,715 

25,744,950 

4,140 

306 

2,936 

3,137 

305,877 

104,826 

3,535,400 

541,693 

90,175,233 

114,304 

16,935,574 

9,876,700 

20,170 

6,772,480 

255,566 

10,249 

409 


59,495,083 

707,039 

32,325 

251,912 

32,820 

259,967 

299,974 

18,728 

15,089 

1,564,093 

423,358 

5,446,273 

8,409,783 

3,093,919 

481,863 

171,753 

4,488,183 

258,899 

2,402,137 

8,031,456 

30,247 

4,622,496 

1,713 

31,820 

72,960 

3,399,554 

248,382 

2,163,310 

10,018,435 

2,516,595 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.   CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include^  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  One  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  9. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, bhey  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


(b) 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals-  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries"  and  Imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  atJove, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94-,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  In  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  i's  less  tbSE 
$10,000.  Therefore,  if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  of 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry_  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  Imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROC^JUHE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  Is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under; 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  thi6  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970 J) 

3.  Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99  as  "LOW 

VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 

4.  Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

5.  The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 


D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


E. 


EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 
WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 


When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months '  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$3.00  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under -$100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 

If the  number  of 

lation  would  have 

resulted  in  a 

documents  indicated 
from  the  sample  is: 

value  figure  between 

The  specified 

And 

the 

specified 

estimate 

estimate 

increased 

reduced  by1 

by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

■"•The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  repont. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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Continent  and  Country 


IMPORT  SUBGROUP  CODE  NUMBERS 

NORTH  AMERICA 

Greenland 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador 

Miquelon  and  St .  Pierre 

Mexico 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras 

El  Salvador 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Costa  Rica 

Republic  of  Panama 

Canal  Zone 

Bermuda 

Bahamas 

Cuba 

Jamaica 

Haiti 

Dominican  Republic 

Leeward  and  Windward  Islands 

Barbados 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Netherlands  Antilles 

French  West  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Colombia , 

Venezuela , 

British  Guiana 

Surinam 

French  Guiana 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Chile 

Brazil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE 

Iceland 

Sweden 

Norway 

Denmark 

United  Kingdom 

Ireland  (Eire ) 

Netherlands 

Belgium  Luxembourg 

France 

West  Germany 

East  Germany 

Austria 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary 

Switzerland 

Finland 

Estonia 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 

Azores 

Spain 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

Malta,  Gozo,  and  Cyprus 

Italy 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste 

Yugoslavia 

Albania 

Greece 

Rumania 

Bulgaria 

Turkey 


ASIA 

Syria 

Lebanon 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia) 

Iran  (Persia) 

Israel 

Palestine 

Jordan 

Kuwait 

Saudi  Arabia 

Arabia  Peninsula  States ,   n.e.c 

Aden 

State  of  Bahrein 

Afghanistan 

India 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Ceylon 

Burma 

Thailand  (Slam ) 

Vietnam 

Laos 

Cambodia 

Federation  of  Malaya 

Colony  of  Singapore 

Republic  of  Indonesia 

Republic  of  Philippines 

Macao .- 

Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c 

Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c. 

China  (excluding  Outer  Mongolia) 

Outer  Mongolia 

North  Korea 

Republic  of  Korea 

Hong  Kong 

Taiwan  (Formosa) 

Japan 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Island,  n.e.c 

AUSTRALIA  AND  OCEANIA 

Australia 

New  Guinea 

New  Zealand 

British  Western  Pacific  Islands 

French  Pacific  Islands 

Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands 

AFRICA 

Morocco 

Algeria , 

Tunisia 

Libya , 

Egypt , 

Sudan , 

Canary  Islands , 

Spanish  Africa,  n.e.c 

Cameroon 

French  Equatorial  Africa 

French  West  Africa 

Ghana 

Nigeria 

British  West  Africa,  n.e.c 

Madeira  Islands 

Angola 

Western  Portuguese  Africa,  n.e.c 

Liberia 

Belgian  Congo 

Somaliland 

Ethiopia  (Abyssinia) 

French  Somaliland 

British  Somaliland 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies 

British  East  Africa 

Mozambique 

Madagascar 

Union  of  South  Africa 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 

REVISIONS 


NT  -  No  Transactions. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores .  ana 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse . 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  .of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States.;. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition .  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  UhTEed  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  -the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Seiied- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  'the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  In- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for' those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  eojnbined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 


REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.   (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE  IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EQUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958  data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here. 


ments  which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.  The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 
nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  (about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 


RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  Is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  ;at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 


CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
With  the  page  turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  MONTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  'which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months '  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  i increase 
in  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 


A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total)  took  place  in  the  export  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955, 
June  1955  and  March  1957. ) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep  the  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade. 
However,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from  the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than,  the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary. The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
to-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  the 
March  1958  issue  of  this  report  in  terms  of  country  totals. 
Additional  information  on  the  month-to^month  carry-over  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washing- 
ton 25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for  furnishing 
this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount  of  in- 
formation requested. 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.  CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis-- 
tics  include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  One  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  imr 
mediate  consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 

B.  SUMMARY.  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 

IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
If  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 

(b)  The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 

2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

(a)  Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries"  and  imports 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$ 250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January. 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  is  less  than 
$10,000.  Therefore,  if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  or 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PRQCEDUBE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 

3.  Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99  as  "LOW 

VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 

4.  Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

5.  The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 


D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by.  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 

E.  EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 

WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 

When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months '  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below'  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a 

complete  tabu- 

If  the  number  of 

lation  would 

have 

resulted  in  a 

documents  indicated 

value  figure  between 

from  the  sample  is : 

The  specified 

And 

the 

specified 

estimate 

estimate 

increased 

reduced  by1 

by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15. 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60, 240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,00G 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

■"■The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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NORTH  AMERICA 

Greenland 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador) 

Miquelon  and  St .  Pierre 

Mexico 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras 

El  Salvador 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Costa  Rica 

Republic  of  Panama 

Canal  Zone 

Bermuda 

Bahamas 

Cuba 

Jamaica 

Haiti 

Dominican  Republic 

Leeward  and  Windward  Islands 

Barbados 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Netherlands  Antilles! 

French  West  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

British  Guiana 

Surinam 

French  Guiana 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Chile 

Brazil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE 

Iceland 

Sweden 

Norway 

Denmark 

United  Kingdom 

Ireland  (Eire ) 

Netherlands 

Belgium  Luxembourg 

France 

West  Germany 

East  Germany 

Austria 

Czechoslovakia , 

Hungary 

Switzerland 

Finland 

Estonia 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 

Azores 

Spain 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

Malta,  Gozo,  and  Cyprus 

Italy 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste 

Yugoslavia 

Albania 

Greece 

Rumania 

Bulgaria 

Turkey 


ASIA 

Syria 

Lebanon , . . . . 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia) 

Iran  (Persia) 

Israel 

Palestine 

Jordan 

Kuwait 

Saudi  Arabia 

Arabia  Peninsula  States,  n.e.c 

Aden 

State  of  Bahrein 

Afghanistan 

India 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Ceylon 

Burma 

Thailand  (Siam) 

Vietnam 

Laos 

Cambodia 

Federation  of  Malaya 

Colony  of  Singapore 

Republic  of  Indonesia 

Republic  of  Philippines 

Macao 

Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c 

Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c. 

China  (excluding  Outer  Mongolia) , 

Outer  Mongolia , 

North  Korea 

Republic  of  Korea , 

Hong  Kong , 

Taiwan  (Formosa) , 

Japan , 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Island,  n.e.c 

AUSTRALIA  AND  OCEANIA 

Australia 

New  Guinea 

New  Zealand 

British  Western  Pacific  Islands 

French  Pacific  Islands , 

Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands. 

AFRICA 

Morocco 

Algeria 

Tunisia 

Libya 

Egypt 

Sudan 

Canary  Islands 

Spanish  Africa,  n.e.c 

Cameroon 

French  Equatorial  Africa 

French  West  Africa 

Ghana 

Nigeria 

British  West  Africa,  n.e.c 

Madeira  Islands 

Angola 

Western  Portuguese  Africa,  n.e.c 

Liberia 

Belgian  Congo 

Somaliland 

Ethiopia  (Abyssinia) 

French  Somaliland 

British  Somaliland 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies 

British  East  Africa 

Mozambique 

Madagascar 

Union  of  South  Africa 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  [other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse . 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  'and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition.  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statist! can..  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  United"  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sched- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  'the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country .during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 


REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  In  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.   (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE  IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EQUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958. data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here . 


ments  which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.  The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 
nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  (about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 


RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 


CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
with  the  page  turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  MONTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months '  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  increase 
In  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 


A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total)  took  place  in  the  export  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955, 
June  1955  and  March  1957.) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep  the  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade . 
However,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from  the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than,  the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary. The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
to-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  the 
March  1958  issue  of  this  report  in  terms  of  country  totals. 
Additional  information  on  the  month-to-month  carry-over  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washing- 
ton 25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for  furnishing 
this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount  of  in- 
formation requested. 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.  CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basi,s,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (Informal  en- 
tries, toy  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANCES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures'has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


(b) 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures ; "  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s. j"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries"  and  imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$ 250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  is  less  than 
$10,000.  Therefore, if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  or 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 

3  Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99  as  "LOW 
VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 

<+.   Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

5.  The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 
(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 
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D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  "informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 

E.  EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 

WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 

When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months '  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a 

complete  tabu- 

If  the  number  of 

lation  would  have 

resulted  in  a 

documents  indicated 

value  figure  between 

from  the  sample  is: 

The  specified 

And 

the 

specified 

estimate 

estimate 

increased 

reduced  by1 

fcy 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15. 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

■"■The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  exoluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse ) , mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domesti  c  consumption  channels ,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse . 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  Is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be-  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  a* 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition .  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shxpments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was .grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sehed- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 
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REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.   (Conies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE  IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EOUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958  data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here. 


ments  which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.  The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 
nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  (about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 


RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 


CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
with  the  page  "turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  MONTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months '  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  (increase 
in  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 


A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total)  took  place  in  the  export  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955, 
June  1955  and  March  1957.) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep  the  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade. 
However,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from  the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than,  the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary. The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
to-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  the 
March  1958  issue  of  this  report  in  terms  of  country  totals. 
Additional  information  on  the  month-to-month  carry-over  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washing- 
ton 25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for  furnishing 
this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount  of  in- 
formation requested. 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.   CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  lessf  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


(b) 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  TjndeTS"ba*ed  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries"  and  imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  In  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  is  less  than 
$10,000.  Therefore, if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  ot 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  Imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reflected  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970«l) 

3.  Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99  as  "LOW 

VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 

4.  Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

5*  The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 
(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 


-  5 


D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79^800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  9  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted-  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  perenet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 

E.  EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 

WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 

When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months'  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage,  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 
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0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27, 240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

o 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15. 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60, 240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  Immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  [other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  Included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition.  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  In  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

CCmODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  UnfEed  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  Is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  nuBbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sched- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission'  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 
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REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  'this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.    (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis .  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census . 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE  IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EQUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958,  data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here. 


ments  which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.  The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 
nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  ( about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports ) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 


RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 


CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
with  the  page  turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  MONTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months'  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  increase 
in  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 


A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total)  took  place  in  the  export  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955, 
June  1955  and  March  1957.  ) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep  the  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade. 
However,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from  the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than,  the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary.  The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
to-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  the 
March  1958  issue  of  this  report  in  terms  of  country  totals. 
Additional  information  on  the  month-to-month  carry-over  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washing- 
ton 25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for  furnishing 
this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount  of  in- 
formation requested. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.   QHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (Informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


(b) 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries"  and  imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  eit- 
tries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  is  less  than 
$10,000.  Therefore,  if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  of 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 


Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99 
VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 


'LOW 


Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 
(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 
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D.   ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  lov; 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


E. 


EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 
WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 


When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months '  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


Then 
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of  3  that  a 
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If  the  number  of 
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resulted  in  a 
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figure  between 

from  the  sample  is : 

The  specified 

And 

the 
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estimate 

estimate 

increased 
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ed  by 

ty 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15. 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

■"■The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  exoluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  In  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States.,. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition.  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

CCftMQDITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  Is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sched- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  ■  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  •  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 


REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.   (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE  IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EQUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958.  data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here. 


ments  which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.  The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 
nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  (about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 


RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 


CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
with  the  page  turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  MONTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months '  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  increase 
in  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 


A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total)  took  place  in  the  sxport  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling^  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955, 
June  1955  and  March  1957.) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep  the  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade . 
However,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from  the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than,  the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary. The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
+o-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  the 
958  issue  of  this  report  in  terms  of  country  totals. 
,nal  information  on  the  month-to-month  carry-over  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washing- 
ton 25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for  furnishing 
this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount  of  in- 
formation requested. 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.  CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (Informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  195<+-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  Includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  Informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


(b) 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  9<+  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries  and  imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  9<+,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  is  less  tfam 
$10,000.  Therefore,  if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  or 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
-the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 

3.  Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99  as  "LOW 

VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 

■4.   Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

5.  The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 
(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 
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D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-4-9,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 

E.  EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 

WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 

When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months '  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
-was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


Then  the  chances  are 

s  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 

If the  number  of 

lation  would  have 

resulted  in  a 

documents  indicated 

value  figure  between 

from  the  sample  is: 

The  specified 

And 

the 

specified 

estimate. 

estimate 

increased 

reduced  by1 

fcy 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15. 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60, 240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

1The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2  If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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Leeward  and  Windward  Islands 
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Trinidad  and  Tobago 

Netherlands  Antilles 

French  West  Indies 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

British  Guiana 

Surinam 

French  Guiana 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Chile 

Brazil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE 

Iceland 

Sweden 

Norway 

Denmark 

United  Kingdom 

Ireland  (Eire ) 

Netherlands 

Belgium  Luxembourg 

France 

West  Germany 

East  Germany 

Austria 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary 

Switzerland 

Finland 

Estonia 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Poland  and  Danzig 

Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 

Azores 

Spain 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

Malta,  Gozo,  and  Cyprus 

Italy 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste 

Yugoslavia 

Albania 

Greece 

Rumania 

Bulgaria 

Turkey 
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ASIA 26 

United  Arab  Republic  (Syria  Region) 26 

Lebanon 26 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia) 26 

Iran  (Persia) 26 

Israel 27 

Palestine NT 

Jordan 27 

Kuwait 27 

Saudi  Arabia 27 

Arabia  Peninsula  States,  n.e.c 27 

Aden 27 

State  of  Bahrein 27 

Afghanistan 27 

India 27 

Pakistan 28 

Nepal NT 

Ceylon 28 

Burma 28 

Thailand  (Siam) 28 

Vietnam 29 

Laos NT 

Cambodia 29 

Federation  of  Malaya 29 

Colony  of  Singapore;  British  Borneo 29 

Republic  of  Indonesia 29 

Republic  of  Philippines ■ 29 

Macao 30 

Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c NT 

Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c 30 

China  (excluding  Outer  Mongolia) 30 

Outer  Mongolia 30 

North  Korea 30 

Republic  of  Korea 30 

Hong  Kong 30 

Taiwan  (Formosa ) 30 

Japan 31 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Island,  n.e.c 31 

AUSTRALIA  AND  OCEANIA 32 

Australia 32 

New  Guinea 32 

New  Zealand 32 

British  Western  Pacific  Islands 32 

French  Pacific  Islands 32 

Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands NT 

AFRICA 33 

Morocco 33 

Algeria 33 

Tunisia 33 

Libya 33 

United  Arab  Republic  (Egypt  Region) 33 

Sudan 33 

Canary  Islands NT 

Spanish  Africa,   n.e.c 33 

Cameroon 34 

French  Equatorial  Africa 34 

French  West  Africa  and  Republic  of  Togo 34 

Ghana 34 

Nigeria 34 

British  West  Africa,  n.e.c 34 

Madeira  Islands 34 

Angola 34 

Western  Portuguese  Africa,  n.e.c 35 

Liberia 35 

Belgian  Congo 35 

Somaliland 35 

Ethiopia  (Abyssinia) 35 

French  Somaliland NT 

British  Somaliland 35 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies 35 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies NT 

British  East  Africa 35 

Mozambique 36 

Madagascar 36 

Union  of  South  Africa 36 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 36 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded-. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States., 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition  .  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sched- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 


REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.   (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries . )  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  united  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE  IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EOUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958.  data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 1 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  Import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here . 


ments  which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.  The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 
nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  (about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 


RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 


CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
with  the  page  turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  M3NTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months '  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  increase 
in  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 


A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total")  took  place  in  the  export  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955. 
June  1955  and  March  1957.  ) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep  the  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade . 
However,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from  the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than,  the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary.  The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
to-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  the 
March  1958  issue  of  this  report  in  terms  of  country  totals. 
Additional  information  on  the  month-to-month  carry-over  may- 
be obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washing- 
ton 25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for j furnishing 
this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount  of  in- 
formation requested. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.  CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis-- 
tics  include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  Informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


(b) 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  In  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  9<4  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries"  and  "imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$ 250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  el- 
tries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  i's  less  than 
$10,000.  Therefore,  if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  of 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  Include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PRQCH3UBE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 
(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 


2. 


Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 
entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 


Arbitrary  commodity 
VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 


subgroup  code  99  as  "LOW 


Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 
(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 
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D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  Is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 

E.  EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 

WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 

When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months '  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabu- 

If the  number  of 

lation  would 

have  resulted  in  a 

documents  indicated 

value  figure  between 

from  the  sample  is : 

The  specified 

And  the  specified 

estimate 

estimate  increased 

reduced  by1 

t>y 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15. 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60, 240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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Continent  and  Country 


IMPORT  SUBGROUP  CODE  NUMBERS 

NORTH  AMERICA 

Greenland 

Canada  (including  Newfoundland  and  Labrador) 

Miquelon  and  St.  Pierre 

Mexico 

Guatemala 

British  Honduras 

El  Salvador 

Honduras 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse. 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition.  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  Infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sehed- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 


I 


REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.    (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE  IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EQUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958  data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here. 


ments  which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.  The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 
nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  (about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 


RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 


CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
with  the  page  turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  MONTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months'  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  < increase 
in  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 


A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total)  took  place  in  the  export  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955, 
June  1955  and  March  1957.) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep'  the  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  to*  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade. 
However,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from. the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than,  the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary. The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
to-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  the 
March  1958  issue  of  this  report  in  terms  of  country  totals. 
Additional  information  on  the  month-to-month  carry-over  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washing- 
ton 25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for  furnishing 
this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount  of  in- 
formation requested. 


A- 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.   CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


00 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated va'lue  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  cesults  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report . 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries  and  imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formorly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  Its  value  is  less  than 
$10,000..  Therefore,  if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  of 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  Ln 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 

3.  Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99  as  "LOW 

VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 

4.  Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

5.  The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 


D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-4-9,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 

E.  EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 

WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 

When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months '  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


Then 

the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out 

of  3  that  a 

zomplete  tabu- 

If  the  number  of 

lation  would 

have 

resulted  in  a 

documents  indicated 

value 

figure  between 

from  the  sample  is : 

The  specified 

And 

the 

specified 

estimate 

estimate 

increased 

reduced  by1 

by 
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0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50, 640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15. 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194, 760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2A00-499 

261,120 

273,000 

■"■The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  Ipl  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse . 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  .Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistics  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the  value)  will  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition.  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  statistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  Uhrted  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sehed- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 


REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.   (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries.)  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE  IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EQUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958  data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here. 


ments  which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.  The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 
nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  (about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 


RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 


CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
with  the  page  turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  MONTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months '  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  ■:  increase 
in  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 


A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total)  took  place  in  the  export  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955, 
June  1955  and  March  1957.) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep  che  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  tc  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade. 
However,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from  the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than,  the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary. The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
to-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  the 
March  1958  issue  of  this  report  in  terms  of  country  totals. 
Additional  information  on  the  month-to-month  carry-over  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washing- 
ton 25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for  furnishing 
this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount  of  in- 
formation requested. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.   CHANGE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (Informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample. 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


(b) 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  Informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries"  and  imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  is  less  than 
$10,000.  Therefore, if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  of 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 

3.  Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99  as  "LOW 

VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 

4.  Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

5.  The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 
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D.   ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


E. 


EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 
WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 


When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months '  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 
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64,440 
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174,960 

200-249 

183,000 

194,760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  '41  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  non- 
government shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to 
the  United  States.  However,  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded. 
Shipments  into  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Rico  and  from 
the  United  States  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  and  between  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as 
United  States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Puerto  Rico  from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be 
United  States  imports  and  are  included  in  this  report.  Mer- 
chandise shipped  through  the  United  States  in  transit  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  is  not  reported  as  imports.  In 
general,  the  import  statistics  are  a  complete  record  of  the 
physical  movement  of  merchandise  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries  (except  for  intransit  shipments),  but  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance 
in  terms  of  total  value  such  as  gifts  valued  at  less  than 
$100. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of 
merchandise  entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels, 
i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  Immediately 
upon  arrival,  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing 
warehouses  (other  than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse ), mer- 
chandise withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release 
into  domestic  consumption  channels,  and  imported  ores  and 
crude  metals  which  have  been  processed  in  bonded  smelting 
warehouse . 

RELATED  INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which 
represent  total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  in- 
transit  shipments),  i.e.,  merchandise  released  from  Customs 
custody  immediately  upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered 
into  bonded  storage  warehouse,  bonded  manufacturing  ware- 
house, and  bonded  smelting  and  refining  warehouse,  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival.  General  import  figures  covering  total 
trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals  are  pub- 
lished monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are  not 
published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  (not  included  as  United  States  imports)  is 
presented  separately  in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the 
movement  of  in-transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the 
United  States  by  vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also 
compiled  and  presented  in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985. 
In  addition,  transportation  statistics  (showing  shipping 
weight  as  well  as  value  information)  are  compiled  covering 
that  part  of  general  imports  of  merchandise  which  arrives  by 
vessel.  Summary  vessel  transportation  statistics  for  both  im- 
ports and  exports  are  presented  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  A  more 
complete  description  of  the  coverage  and  presentation  of  these 
separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  that  report. 


SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  in- 
cluded in  this  report,  is  the  import  entry  (various  Customs 
forms),  which  importers  are  required  to  file  with  Collectors 
of  Customs  for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States. 
Importers  are  instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  ori- 
gin information  in  accordance  with  the  definitions  given  be- 
low. 

VALUATION 

The  dollar  value  which  should  be  shown  on  the  import 
statistiqs  is  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the 
foreign  country  and  should  exclude  the  United  States  import 


duties,  ocean  freight  and  marine  insurance.  In  actual  prac- 
tice only  the  values  reported  for  imports  subject  to  an  ad 
valorem  rate  of  duty  (a  percentage  of  the1  value)  Yiill  tend  to 
conform  precisely  to  the  valuation  definition.  Imports  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  account  for'  only  10-15 
percent  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  For  merchandise'  not 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  (85-90  percent  of  im- 
ports), the  reported  values  may  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
above  definition .  For  example,  ocean  freight  may  be  inadvert- 
ently included  in  the  values,  values  for  shipments  between 
allied  firms  may  reflect  arbitrary  values,  etc. 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

Though  the  country  which  should  be  reported  in  the  sta- 
tistics as  the  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country 
where  the  merchandise  was  grown,  mined,  or  manufactured,  the 
country  actually  shown  in  the  si-atistics  may  in  a  number  of 
cases  represent  some  other  country,  such  as  the  country  of 
purchase,  lading  or  the  country  in  which  mixed  lots  of  var- 
ious origin  are  consolidated.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
goods  received  from  merchanting  or  transshipment  countries 
such  as  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  etc.;  in 
such  cases  the  statistics  may  credit  the'  shipments  to  such 
countries  rather  than  the  country  of  origin  as  defined.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  imports  from  such  merchanting  or 
transshipment  countries  are  likely  to  be  overstated  and  im- 
ports from  other  countries  correspondingly  understated.  Where 
it  is  known  that  a  country  Is  not  the  country  of  origin,  the 
country  of  shipment  is  shown  and  footnoted  in  this  report. 

The  geographic  definition  of  countries  reported  are 
shown  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Designations 
Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistics. 
Schedule  C  shows  the  descriptions  of  the  countries,  adjacent 
provinces,  territories,  islands,  or  other  areas  considered 
a  part  of  each  country  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  pub- 
lished as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see  "Commodity  Subgroup  In- 
formation," below).  A  separate  edition  is  also  available 
free  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  In  this  re- 
port" countries  are  listed  according  to  continents,  in  se- 
quence within  each  Continent  from  north  to  south  and  west  to 
east,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  in  Schedule  C. 
The  Table  of  Contents  on  page  7,  which  lists  the  countries 
in  this  order,  will  assist  in  locating  the  data  for  individ- 
ual countries.  The  omission  of  a  country  name  from  this 
report  indicates  no  imports  from  that  country. 

COMMODITY  SUBGROUP  INFORMATION 

For  presentation  in  this  report,  the  commodity  infor- 
mation compiled  in  terms  of  the  classifications  established 
in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  is  summarized  into  approxi- 
mately a  hundred  subgroups  of  related  commodities.  It  Is 
presented  in  the  order  in  which  the  subgroup  classifications 
are  numbered  in  Schedule  A.  Reference  to  the  table  on  page 
8  will  show  the  subgroup  numbers,  their  unabbreviated  des- 
criptions, and  the  range  of  numbers  of  the  individual  Sched- 
ual  A  classifications  included  in  each.  For  precise  infor- 
mation as  to  the  commodity  content  of  individual  subgroups, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  descriptions  in  Schedule  A 
of  the  numbered  classifications  included. 

To  save  printing  cost,  complete  country  by  subgroup  in- 
formation is  not  shown  in  this  report.  For  each  country, 
separate  information  is  shown  only  for  those  subgroups  whose 
individual  totals  for  that  country  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  report  were  $10,000  or  more.  Imports  from  each  coun- 
try of  commodities  falling  in  subgroups  with  individual  to- 
tals of  less  than  $10,000  for  that  country  are  presented  as 
a  combined  total  for  each  commodity  group.  Individual  sub- 
group information  for  imports  reported  in  these  combined  to- 
tals will  be  supplied  upon  request.  A  charge  may  be  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  preparing  this  detailed  information.  The 
omission  of  a  numbered  subgroup  under  any  country  indicates 
no  imports  from  that  country,  or  imports  less  than  $10,000. 


REVISIONS  TO  PREVIOUS  MONTHS'  REPORTS 

Significant  revisions  to  data  published  in  this  report 
for  earlier  months  of  the  current  and  previous  year  are 
shown  periodically  at  the  back  of  this  report.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  very  important  changes,  any  revisions  to  data  for 
earlier  years  are  held  for  reflection  in  the  figures  to  be 
published  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
States  for  that  year. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and 
coverage  for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword 
to  the  latest  edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of 
the  United  States.   (Copies  are  available  for  reference  at 


public  libraries . )  Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are 
automatically  supplied  with  copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics Notes,  a  monthly  publication  containing  information  of 
value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statistics  (such  as,  changes 
in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current  statistics,  unusual 
shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classification,  etc.).  A 
catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical  Publica- 
tions is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  inference  purposes  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  re- 
port or  may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment 
of  the  cost  for  a  special  report.  Reports  providing  addi- 
tional detail  compiled  but  not  published  can  be  obtained  on 
a  cost  basis.  For  free  copies  of  the  catalog  or  for  further 
information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations  or  the 
availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  IMPORT  STATISTICS  AS  A  RESULT  OF  PROCESSING 

THE  IMPORT  DATA  ON  ELECTRONIC  EQUIPMENT  EFFECTIVE 

WITH  MARCH  1958  STATISTICS 


Effective  with  March  1958.  data,  the  import  statistics 
are  being  tabulated  on  the  Bureau's  electronic  equipment. 
This  equipment  has  already  been  used  for  the  tabulation  of 
the  export  statistics  and  the  import  and  export  vessel  sta- 
tistics, and  is  being  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  import 
statistics  for  the  March  data.  In  using  the  electronic  equip- 
ment for  the  import  statistics,  some  procedural  changes  were 
involved  which  will  affect  the  timing,  appearance,  and  month- 
ly coverage  of  the  statistics.  The  principle  changes  involved 
are  described  here. 


ments  which  will  be  carried  over  into  May.  The  coverage  for 
Report  FT  120  for  May  and  subsequent  months  will  then  be 
comparable  to  April.  The  over-all  general  import  total  an- 
nounced in  the  FT  950-1  includes  about  $75  million  carry-over 
in  general  imports  (about  7  percent  of  total  general  imports) 
in  order  that  this  total  for  March  would  be  comparable  to 
similar  monthly  totals  announced  in  the  FT  950-1.  The  data 
presented  in  Report  FT  120  are  undercounted  to  the  extent 
that  the  $80  million  carry-over  in  imports  for  consumption  is 
not  included. 


RELEASE  DATES  EXPECTED  TO  BE  EARLIER 

It  is  anticipated  that  after  the  program  becomes  estab- 
lished it  will  be  possible  to  release  the  basic  import  tabu- 
lations and  the  FT  950-1  at  an  earlier  date.  In  addition,  the 
high  speed  printer  used  in  connection  with  the  electronic 
computer  will  shorten  the  time  required  to  prepare  the  FT  120 
for  printing  after  the  basic  tabulations  are  run  with  the  re- 
sult that  this  report  will  also  be  released  at  an  earlier 
date. 


CHANGES  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  CONTENT  OF  REPORTS 

The  appearance  of  Report  FT  120  prepared  by  the  high 
speed  printer  will  be  changed  and  will  be  in  four-column  ar- 
rangement, rather  than  the  previous  three-column  arrangement, 
with  the  page  turned  horizontally. 


TOTAL  MONTHLY  CARRY-OVER  WILL  BE  INCREASED, 

AFFECTING  COMPARISON  OF  MARCH  TOTALS 

WITH  TOTALS  FOR  OTHER  MONTHS 

In  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  for 
early  release  dates  with  electronic  equipment,  procedures 
were  instituted  with  the  March  statistics  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  over  to  succeeding  months '  statistics  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  import  shipments  made  during  the 
current  month.  For  technical  reasons,  about  $80  million  of 
imports  for  consumption  (roughly  8  percent  of  total  imports 
for  consumption)  which  under  past  procedures  would  have  been 
included  in  the  March  FT  120,  will  be  carried  over  into  the 
FT  120  for  April.  With  these  new  procedures  in  effect  on  a 
continuing  basis,  it  is  expected  that  the  resulting  increase 
in  April  statistics  will  be  compensated  for  by  April  ship- 


A  similar  increase  in  carry-over  (although  smaller  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total)  took  place  in  the  export  statistics 
when  electronic  equipment  was  introduced  in  the  compiling  of 
export  data.  (See  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  April  1955, 
June  1955  and  March  1957.) 


RELIABILITY  OF  MONTH-TO-MONTH  COMPARISONS  FOR 
SMALLER  SEGMENTS  OF  TRADE  MAY  BE  DECREASED 
BY  ADDED  CARRY-OVER 

The  compensating  effect  which  will  keep  the  over-all 
totals  at  approximately  the  current  level  in  spite  of  the 
month-to-month  carry-over,  cannot  be  expected  to  exist  to  as 
large  an  extent  in  total  for  smaller  segments  of  the  trade . 
However,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  country,  country  by  group, 
and  country  by  subgroup  totals  there  will  be  some  tendency 
(after  March)  for  the  shipments  omitted  from  the  current 
month  to  be  compensated  for  by  similar  shipments  carried  over 
from  the  preceding  month,  but  for  countries  where  the  volume 
of  trade  is  not  large,  month-to-month  comparison  should  be 
made  in  awareness  of  the  possibility  that  the  figures  for  a 
given  month  may  represent  more  than,  or  less  than,  the  amounts 
imported  during  the  month.  This  caution  has  always  been  nec- 
essary.  The  new  procedures  increase  the  need  for  it. 

Some  indication  of  the  probable  carry-over  from  month- 
to-month  based  on  the  March  carry-over,  is  presented  in  the 
March  1958  issue  of  this  report  in  terms  of  country  totals . 
Additional  information  on  the  month-to-month  carry-over  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washing- 
ton 25,  D.  C.  It  may  be  necessary  to  charge  for  furnishing 
this  information  depending  upon  the  type  and  amount  of  in- 
formation requested. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SAMPLING  PROCEDURE  FOR 
ESTIMATING  LOW  VALUED  IMPORTS,  1958 


A.  CHANCE  IN  EXTENT  OF  SAMPLING 

Beginning  January  1958,  the  United  States  imports  statis- 
tics include,  on  a  fully  compiled  basis,  all  imports  individ- 
ually valued  at  $100  or  more  reported  on  formal  entries,  and, 
on  a  one  percent  sample  basis,  all  imports  individually 
valued  at  less  than  $100  reported  on  formal  entries  as  well 
as  all  imports  reported  on  informal  entries.  (informal  en- 
tries, by  definition,  contain  only  items  valued  not  more  than 
$250. ) 

For  the  period  January  1954-December  1957,  imports  indi- 
vidually valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported  on  formal  im- 
mediate consumption  or  informal  entries  were  excluded  from 
the  detailed  commodity  statistics  but  included  in  the  over- 
all and  summary  totals  on  the  basis  of  a  five  percent  sample.' 

The  September  1957  and  January-March  1958  issues  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  contain  articles  explaining 
the  basis  for  the  change  in  the  sampling  procedure. 


B. 


SUMMARY  OF  EFFECTS  ON  REPORT  NO.  FT  120  OF  THE  CHANGES 
IN  COVERAGE  AND  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 


As  a  result  of  the  changes  described  above,  the  data  in 
Report  No.  FT  120  effective  January  1958  are  affected  as 
follows : 

1.  The  subgroup  summary  table  shown  on  page  8. 

(a)  The  coverage  of  the  subgroup  figures  has  been 
decreased.  Effective  January  1958  the  total 
value  shown  for  each  subgroup,  except  ar- 
bitrary subgroup  99,  includes  the  fully  com- 
piled total  for  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  or  more.  However, they  exclude  estimates, 
if  any,  of  the  imports  valued  under  $100  on 
formal  entries  and  $250  or  less  on  informal 
consumption  entries  which  are  estimated  on  a 
one  percent  sample  basis  and  shown  under  sub- 
group 99.  Prior  to  January  1958  the  value  for 
shipments  valued  $250  or  less  whether  reported 
on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  estimated 
and  included  in  the  appropriate  commodity 
group  and  subgroup  totals. 


00 


The  change  in  sampling  procedure  and  presen- 
tation of  the  estimated  value  for  low-value 
shipments  effective  January  1958  will  there- 
fore result  in  understating  the  value  of  com- 
modity group  totals  for  other  than  group  9. 
However, the  understating  will  probably  affect 
the  group  totals  by  no  more  than  about  two 
percent.  The  arbitrary  inclusion  of  the  esti- 
mated value  for  low-value  shipments  in  group 
9  results  in  overstating  the  value  of  imports 
for  that  group  by  about  10-15  percent.  The 
extent  of  the  undercounting  in  the  value  of 
the  commodity  subgroup  totals  as  a  result  of 
the  exclusion  of  the  estimated  low-value  ship- 
ments is  no  more  than  about  five  percent  ex- 
cept for  subgroups  10,  "Leather,  rawhide  and 
parchment  manufactures;"  subgroup  15, "Fodders 
and  feeds,  n.e.s.;"  subgroup  86,  "Scientific 
and  professional  instruments,  apparatus,  and 
supplies,  n.e.s.;"  and  subgroup  90,  "Books, 
maps,  pictures,  and  other  printed  matter, 
n.e.s.;"  all  of  which  may  be  understated  by 
about  10  to  15  percent. 


2.  The  country,  country  by  commodity  subgroup,  and 
country  by  commodity  group  figures  in  the  main  part  of  this 
report. 

Country  totals.  The  coverage  of  the  country 
totals  shown  in  this  report  are  not  affected 
by  this  change  in  sampling  procedure.  Prior 
to  1958  imports  valued  $250  or  less  whether 
reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were 
estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  94-  for 
each  country.  Effective  January  1958, imports 
reported  on  informal  entries  and  imports 


(a) 


valued  under  $100  reported  on  formal  entries 
are  estimated  and  presented  under  subgroup  99. 
Imports  valued  $100  to  $250  reported,  on  formal 
entries  are  fully  compiled  and  distributed  by 
subgroup  within  each  country. 

(b)  Country  by  subgroup  totals.  As  stated  above, 
the  coverage  of  the  country  by  individual  sub- 
group figures  has  been  broadened  to  include 
data  on  formal  entry  imports  valued  $100-$250. 
Prior  to  1958  data  on  these  shipments  were  in- 
cluded as  a  part  of  the  low-value  estimates 
presented  under  subgroup  94.  Effective  January 
1958  imports  valued  under  $100  on  formal  en- 
tries and  $250  or  less  on  informal  entries, 
formerly  also  a  part  of  subgroup  94,  are  shown 
under  arbitrary  subgroup  99.  For  subgroup  99, 
the  number  of  shipments  in  the  sample  upon 
which  the  estimate  was  based  is  shown  at  the 
right  of  the  subgroup  description.  In  order 
that  the  estimated  data  and  the  sample  infor- 
mation may  be  readily  identified,  a  double 
asterisk  (**)  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
figure  for  the  number  in  the  sample,  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  estimated  value  figure  for 
subgroup  99. 

As  in  the  past,  country  by  subgroup  items  of 
less  than  $10,000  are  combined  on  a  commodity 
group  basis.  They  are  shown  as  "Subgroups  val- 
ued under  $10,000."  However,  in  order  that 
users  may  always  be  informed  of  the  estimated 
amount  for  low  valued  imports  for  a  particular 
country,  arbitrary  subgroup  99  is  always  shown 
separately  even  if  its  value  is  less  than 
$10,000.  Therefore,  if  no  item  labeled  subgroup 
99  appears  for  a  country,  the  user  will  know 
that  no  formal  entry  imports  of  $99  or  less  of 
informal  imports  from  that  country  appeared  in 
the  sample  and  no  estimate  of  low  valued  ship- 
ments is  included  in  the  country  total. 

(c)  Country  by  group  totals.  The  country  by  group 
totals,  other  than  for  group  9,  do  not  include 
any  information  on  formal  entry  imports  valued 
under  $100  or  informal  entry  imports  valued 
$250  or  less.  Coverage  has  been  increased  by 
the  inclusion  of  formal  entry  imports  valued 
$100  to  $250  which  were  excluded  prior  to  1958. 
The  total  for  group  9  for  the  country  includes 
the  entire  amount  of  the  estimate  of  low  value 
imports  for  the  country.  This  Inclusion  in 
group  9  is  purely  arbitrary  since  the  estimate 
covers  all  commodity  groups  for  the  country. 

C.  THE  ESTIMATING  PROCEDURE 

The  imports  individually  valued  under  $100  reported  on 
formal  immediate  consumption  entries  and  for  imports  re- 
ported on  informal  entries,  a  one  percent  sample  of  import 
entries  is  taken.  Data  are  compiled  from  the  sample  and 
multiplied  by  100  to  obtain  the  estimates  included  in  the 
statistics.  These  estimates  are  summarized  and  included  in 
the  statistics  under: 

1.  Arbitrary  Schedule  A  commodity  number  9999  500 

(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
110) 

2.  Arbitrary  Customs  District  code  99  as  "Formal 

entry  $1  to  $99,  and  informal  entry  $1  to  $250 
shipments"  (not  shown  in  this  report  but  pub- 
lished in  FT  970-1) 

3.  Arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99  as  "LOW 

VALUE  DOLLAR  EST" 

<+.   Individual  country  codes  as  shown  in  Schedule  C 

5.  The  economic  class  for  "finished  manufactures" 
(not  shown  in  this  report  but  published  in  FT 
930-1  and  the  Quarterly  Summary  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States) 
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D.  ACCURACY  OF  THE  SAMPLE  ESTIMATES 

When  statistics  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a  sample, 
exact  agreement  with  the  results  that  would  have  been 
obtained  from  a  complete  tabulation  is  not  expected.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  estimated  country  codes  in  this  report  for  the 
low  valued  imports  (shipments  of  under  $100  in  value  reported 
on  formal  entries  and  imports  valued  at  less  than  $250  re- 
ported on  informal  entries)  might  not  agree  with  a  complete 
tabulation  depends  on  the  number  of  documents  which  fall  in 
the  sample.  For  each  estimated  figure  in  the  report  the 
number  of  documents  in  the  sample  on  which  the  estimate  was 
based  is  given. 

As  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  table  below,  suppose  an 
estimated  value  of  $310,800  is  based  on  45  documents  in  the 
sample.  Referring  to  the  line  "40-49,"  one  notes  the  values 
$79,800  and  $99,000.  This  means  that  the  chances  are  better 
than  2  out  of  3  that  a  complete  tabulation  would  -have 
resulted  in  a  figure  between  $231,000  ($310,800  reduced  by 
$79,800)  and  $409,800  ($310,800  increased  by  $99,000).  Simi- 
larly, a  country  total  of  $15,957,189  which  represents  a  total 
of  $15,881,519  for  the  fully  compiled  data  plus  an  estimate  of 
$75,670  for  subgroup  99  based  upon  75  shipments  in  the  sample 
would  be  between  $15,855,189  ($15,957,189  reduced  by  $102,000) 
and  $16,097,189  ($15,957,189  increased  by  $120,000). 

In  the  event  a  user  desires  to  combine  2  or  more  figures 
which  are  estimated  values,  or  which  include  estimated  val- 
ues, the  variability  of  the  combined  total  can  be  deter- 
mined by  merely  adding  the  sample  size  for  each  estimated 
value  and  then  referring  to  the  line  on  the  reliability 
table  applicable  to  the  combined  sample  size. 

The  omission  of  an  estimate  of  the  low  valued  shipments 
for  any  country  indicates  that  there  were  no  low  valued  im- 
port shipments  appearing  in  the  1  percnet  document  sample 
for  the  country.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  low 
valued  imports  were  not  made. 


E. 


EFFECT  OF  CHANGE  IN  COVERAGE  ON  COMPARABILITY 
WITH  DATA  FOR  PERIODS  PRIOR  TO  JANUARY  1958 


When  using  January  1958  and  subsequent  months '  figures 
for  purposes  of  comparision  with  figures  for  periods  prior 
to  January  1958,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  coverage  which 
was  in  effect  for  the  earlier  months,  as  well  as  the  cover- 
age effective  January  1958.  Coverage  statements  and  explan- 
ations of  any  sampling  procedure  used  are  included  in  the 
issues  of  Report  No.  FT  120.  Beginning  January  1958,  the 
estimated  values  for  informal  entry  shipments  and  for  under 
$100  formal  entry  shipments  are'  summarized  and  included 
under  arbitrary  commodity  subgroup  code  99.  During  1954- 
1957  estimated  values  for  shipments  valued  $250  or  less 
whether  reported  on  formal  or  informal  entries  were  included 
in  the  appropriate  commodity  group  and  subgroup  totals. 
Since  no  information  on  imports  covered  by  informal  entries 
was  included  in  any  of  the  figures  prior  to  January  1954, 
the  country  totals  and  subgroup  totals  (in  the  subgroup  sum- 
mary tables)  for  January  1954  -  December  1957  which  include 
information  on  informal  entries  are  not  comparable  in  this 
respect  to  prior  months.  The  country  by  subgroup  and  coun- 
try by  group  figures,  except  group  9,  for  January  1954- 
December  1957  are  comparable  to  months  prior  to  January  1954 
in  the  handling  of  information  on  informal  entries,  since  no 
information  is  included  in  the  figures  during  either  period. 
During  the  period  July-December  1953,  information  on  formal 
entries  valued  under  $100  was  excluded  from  the  country  by 


subgroup  and  country  by  group  totals,  and  this  would  affect 
the  comparability  of  the  figures  with  those  for  other  periods. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  degree  of  reliability  to  be 
attached  to  a  specified  value. 


Then  the  chances  are  better  than 

2  out  of  3  that  a 

complete  tabu- 

If  the  number  of 

lation  would  have 

resulted  in  a 

documents  indicated 

value  figure  between 

from  the  sample  is : 

The  specified 

And 

the 

specified 

estimate 

estimate 

increased 

reduced  by1 

by 

0 

0 

21,840 

1 

9,840 

27,240 

2 

15,360 

31,320 

3 

19,440 

34,560 

4 

22,800 

37,560 

5 

25,680 

40,080 

6 

28,320 

42,480 

7 

30,720 

44,760 

8 

32,880 

46,800 

9 

35,040 

48,720 

10 

36,960 

50,640 

11 

38,760 

52,440 

12 

40,560 

54,120 

13 

42,360 

55,680 

14 

43,920 

57,240 

15. 

45,480 

58,800 

16 

47,040 

60,240 

17 

48,480 

61,680 

18 

49,920 

63,120 

19 

51,360 

64,440 

20-24 

55,200 

68,400 

25-29 

60,000 

75,000 

30-34 

66,000 

84,000 

35-39 

72,000 

90,000 

40-49 

79,800 

99,000 

50-59 

87,600 

108,000 

60-69 

96,000 

116,400 

70-79 

102,000 

120,000 

80-89 

108,000 

121,200 

90-99 

113,640 

125,520 

100-124 

127,680 

139,560 

125-149 

140,400 

152,280 

150-174 

152,160 

164,040 

175  199 

162,960 

174, 960 

200-249 

183,000 

194, 760 

250-299 

200,880 

212,880 

300-399 

232,920 

244,800 

2400-499 

261,120 

273,000 

The  minimum  value  of  a  complete  tabulation  for  imports 
(both  formal  entries  of  individual  items  valued  $1  to  $100 
and  informal  entries  valued  $1  to  $250)  must  be  greater 
than  l/lOO  of  the  estimated  amount  shown  in  the  report. 

2If  the  number  of  documents  in  the  sample  is  greater  than 
499,  the  sampling  variability  for  the  estimates  of  the 
low  valued  shipments  will  generally  be  less  than  7  per- 
cent. 
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Falkland  Islands 

EUROPE 
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Norway 
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Azores 
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Portugal 
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Bulgaria 
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Lebanon 26 

Iraq  (Mesopotamia) 26 

Iran  (Persia) 26 

Israel .- 27 

Palestine 27 

Jordan 27 

Kuwait 27 

Saudi  Arabia 27 

Arabia  Peninsula  States,  n.e.c 27 

Aden 27 

State  of  Bahrein 27 

Afghanistan 27 

India 28 

Pakistan 28 

Nepal nt 

Ceylon 28 

Burma 28 

Thailand  (Siam) 28 

Vietnam 29 

Laos NT 

Cambodia 29 

Federation  of  Malaya 29 

Colony  of  Singapore;  British  Borneo 29 

Republic  of  Indonesia 29 

Republic  of  Philippines 29 

Macao 30 

Portuguese  Asia,  n.e.c 30 

Southern  and  Southeastern  Asia,  n.e.c 30 

China  (excluding  Outer  Mongolia) 30 

Outer  Mongolia 30 

North  Korea NT 

Republic  of  Korea 30 

Hong  Kong 30 

Taiwan  (Formosa ) 31 

Japan 31 

Nansei  and  Nanpo  Island,  n.e.c 31 

AUSTRALIA  AND  OCEANIA 32 

Australia 32 

New  Guinea NT 
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French  Pacific  Islands 32 

Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands NT 

AFRICA 33 
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Sudan 34 

Canary  Islands NT 

Spanish  Africa,  n.e.c NT 
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French  West  Africa  and  Republic  of  Togo 34 

Ghana 34 

Nigeria 34 

British  West  Africa,  n.e.c 34 

Madeira  Islands 34 

Angola 35 

Western  Portuguese  Africa,  n.e.c 35 

Liberia 35 

Belgian  Congo 35 

Somaliland 35 

Ethiopia  (Abyssinia) 35 

French  Somaliland 35 

British  Somaliland 35 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies 35 

Mauritius  and  Dependencies NT 

British  East  Africa 35 

Mozambique 36 

Madagascar 35 

Union  of  South  Africa 36 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 36 
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